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Abstract: Recent experience with the identification of 122 isolates of
Neisseriaceae in a reference laboratory is described. Organisms examined were
63 sequential strains referred as N. gonorrhoeae (GC), 18 strains of GC which
failed to produce hydroxy-proline amino-peptidase (HPA) in APl NH and Remel
tests systems, 22 randomly selected stored GC and 19 non-gonococcal
MNeisseria.
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60 of 63 isolates referred as GC were confirmed by the standard procedures of
growth on selective agars, Gram stain morphology, positive oxidase and
superoxol reactions and acid production from glucose in a rapid carbohydrate
utilization test (RCUT); two were N. cinerea and one a Moraxella sp. Nine of the
60 GC were initially glucose negative on RCUT but all were Phadebact GC
positive. Repeat RCUT testing of these 9 isolates using fresh or enriched media
was positive. All 18 HPA negative and 22 selected GC were RCUT and
Phadebact GC positive. 19 other Neisseriaceae were identified as N. meningitidis
(5), N. lactamica (2), N. cinerea (5), N. perflava (5), N. sicca (1), Moraxella
catarrhalis (2) or Moraxella sp (2) and were all Phadebact GC negative.
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Problems may arise with confirmation of N. gonorrhoeae by any method. RCUT,
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as part of a standard test algorithm, is the usual confirmation technique and - 3 o)
provides a rapid, economical and reliable identification. However RCUT requires L g E Fzrzras :
inoculation with material from well formed colonies from an 18 — 24h culture, and E ER) 5 i } ; E »
out-of-date media, insufficient incubation time or unusual growth requirements ; I ﬁ 33 % %
may compromise this growth. In this series, poor-growing co-carboxylase Wi fi: g3 S
requiring GC were occasionally seen. A cluster of HPA negative GC expanded i -: 33 32 JiEpn-oene § 7
and represented about 20% of GC for a period. These were not confirmed by i 4 88 33 g
commercial tests relying on this reaction. The Phadebact GC was a useful ; Y %@ il i
supplementary test for all isolates, showing 98% sensitivity for GC and no cross | ; iy @
raactinne with athar Maicecaria £ =3 SEammamEase g.
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